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SUBJECT:  SRAP  HOLBROOKE  DISCUSSES  AFGHANISTAN  AND  PAKISTAN 
WITH  INDIAN  FOREIGN  SECRETARY  RAO 

Classified  By:  Ambassador  Timothy  J.  Roemer.  Reasons:  1.4(B,  D) . 

^1 . (C)  Summary:  In  a January  18  meeting  with  Special  Representative  Richard  Holbrooke,  Foreign  Secretary  Nirupama  Rao  described  the  Indian  eff 
Transparency  With  India 


^2.  (SBU)  Special  Representative  Holbrooke  met  with  Indian  Foreign  Secretary  Nirupama  Rao  for  nearly  two  hours  over  breakfast  on  January  18  to 
Holbrooke  Briefing  on  Afghanistan 


^3.  (C)  Holbrooke  said  that  the  mission  in  Afghanistan  continues  to  be  difficult  but  the  situation  has  been  stabilized,  primarily  as  a result  c 

^4.  (C)  The  agenda  for  2010,  according  to  Holbrooke,  is  to  strengthen  the  government.  On  the  security  side  the  effort  will  be  to  improve  the  ai 

^5.  (C)  Holbrooke  said  that  on  the  civilian  side,  the  number  one  priority  is  agriculture  because  it  produces  the  quickest  payoff.  He  noted  that 
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international  community  expects  a quick  return  in  terms  of  employment  and  incomes  in  rural  areas.  Holbrooke  described  this  as  a sharp  contrast 
^6.  (C)  Rao  responded  that  supporting  Afghan  agriculture  is  a high  priority  for  India  as  well,  with  Joint  Secretary  Sinha  on  his  way  to  Kabul  c 
Indian  Approach  to  Afghanistan 


J.7 . (C)  Rao  described  the  Indian  effort  in  Afghanistan  as  a focus  on  strengthening  governance  by  building  Afghan  capacities  through  training  ar 
^8.  (C)  Rao  observed  that  each  year  the  GOI  provides  about  1,300  scholarship  to  Afghans  for  education  and  training  and  is  considering  increasir 
Reintegration 

^9.  (C)  Rao  and  Sinha  raised  grave  concerns  about  Taliban  reintegration  plans  currently  under  discussion.  Sinha  argued  that  no  amount  of  monetc 

^10.  (C)  Holbrooke  explained  that  some  of  the  anxiety  stems  from  confusion  between  reintegration  and  reconciliation.  He  noted  that  the  reintegi 

^11.  (C)  Holbrooke  said  it  is  important  that  the  Afghan 
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government  have  in  place  a program  to  respond  to  frequent  ceasefire  calls  at  the  local  level.  Such  a program  should  involve  laying  down  of  arms 
Parliamentary  Elections 

^12.  (C)  Holbrooke  identified  the  upcoming  Parliamentary  election  as  the  most  important  political  event  of  2010.  He  offered  the  USG  view  that  t 
Pakistan  Role  in  Afghanistan 

^13.  (C)  Rao  said  that  Afghanistan  has  the  potential  to  prosper  as  a hub  or  transit  point  for  energy,  agriculture  and  trade  if  it  could  be  conr 
India-Pakistan  Relations 


^14.  (C)  Rao  expressed  concern  that  there  has  been  a sharp  increase  in  unseasonal  Pakistan-inspired  violence  and  preparation  for  violence.  She 
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clearly  where  the  U.S.  strategic  interests  lie.  Holbrooke  and  Special  Advisor  Vali  Nasr  briefed  Rao  on  the  evolving  political  landscape  in  Paki 
Iran-Af ghanistan;  Iran-India 

^15.  (C)  In  response  to  Holbrooke's  query,  Rao  and  Sinha  suggested  that  Iran  could  play  a positive  role  in  stability  in  Afghanistan.  They  citec 
China  in  South  Asia 

^16.  (C)  Holbrooke  and  Rao  agreed  that  the  Chinese  have  a big  interest  in  Afghanistan  but  it  is  focused  on  exploitation  of  the  country's  nature 
^17.  (U)  SRAP  Holbrooke  has  cleared  this  message.  ROEMER 


